Preface to Revised Edition
Events march in the Colonial sphere nowadays with steadily
increasing pace, and although this book first appeared only
in 1942, many changes have already to be recorded. More-
over, at that time, Britain was deeply involved in the war,
and when the book was written, the Japanese invasion of
Malaya and Singapore, of the Pacific islands and Hong Kong,
had not yet taken place. From the outset, the Colonial Empire,
as well as the Dominions, had been fighting loyally and
voluntarily at Britain's side and the full story of that gallant
effort has yet to be told.
With the end of the war and the liberation of those Colonial
territories which had been invaded by the enemy, this
country, though almost exhausted by six years of total war
and overwhelmed by problems and difficulties at home and
heavy commitments throughout the world, turned with
renewed energy to her Colonial tasks and responsibilities.
The first fruits of this were seen in the Colonial Development
and Welfare Act of 1945, Ae rehabilitation of enemy-
occupied territories, and the active resumption of our policy
of political and economic development of the Colonies with
a view to preparing them for eventual self-government. A
change of government had taken place at home, but political
parties in Britain are largely in- agreement regarding the
broad principles and objectives of our Colonial policy, and
progress has been continuous.
We were the first to place our mandated territories under
the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations, and outside
the Colonial sphere, the world has had striking evidence of
our sincerity and determination to pursue the road to com-
plete self-government and independence for all peoples
committed to our care by our action in India and Burma.
Less spectacularly but inevitably, we are following that path
in the Colonies, as constitutional changes in Ceylon, in the
West Indies, in Malta and Cyprus, and developments in